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Long Island seniors came on buses and in car pools = SR
yesterday to Mineola to protest, for the second time in a i ]
month, the rising premiums and declining coverage for "
seniors enrolled in Medicare HMO plans.
The several hundred seniors were met by Washington I;Mnuﬂpucﬁ
politicians touting legislation that would address the
problem, and some attended a hearing of the Nassau IBUY NEWSDAY PHOTOS
County Legislature afterward to air the issue.
Medicare HMOs offer more comprehensive coverage than Protestors rally against SHOPS OF LI
traditional Medicare, but because of rising premiums the  high HMO premiums
number of Long Island seniors enrolled in them has fallen (Newsday/ David L. Pokress) WEDDINGS OF
by 41 percent since 1999, when the program was at its DISTINCTION

peak.
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When they leave the program, said Clara Woll, the former

coordinator for Nassau's assistance program for those in B Former Iragi spy Chief DOING BUSINESS

need of health insurance, seniors return to traditional Taken Into Custody WITH NEWSDAY
Medicare, which includes high deductibles and co-
payments, and are often left to gamble that they won't B Hit-Run Kills Central eHow to
need expensive medical care. Islip Teen Subscribe
Rep. Steve Israel (D-Huntington) said that medical ) ) eHow to
insurance companies were not to blame. The problem, he B Two u.s. Soldiers Killed .
said, was in the federal funding formulas that reimburse  in Afghan Gun Battle Advertise
the companies for their patients. eCareer

. @ SARS Panic Growing ‘-
Thanks to those formulas, HMOs receive up to $730 a Opportunities
month per Medicare customer in New York City,
depending on the borough. On Long Island, however, the reimbursement is $571 in =About Us

Suffolk County and $617 in Nassau - not enough to cover the HMOs' costs.

eContact Us

It means that seniors on Long Island pay $140 a month for Medicare HMO coverage, I\
while seniors in New York City usually pay nothing for the same services.

Suburban areas across the country face similar problems. Along with Nassau and
Suffolk, counties outside Baltimore, Dallas and Las Vegas have the highest rates of
HMOs leaving the counties and dropping seniors from their coverage. Only two
companies remain on Long Island, where once there were 11 offering coverage.

Israel and Democratic Sen. Charles Schumer yesterday told the seniors at the rally that
they have proposed legislation in Washington that would address the problem
nationwide by altering the funding formulas.

http://www.newsday.com/mynews/ny-lihmos223248644apr22.story (1 of 3) [4/25/2003 1:54:03 PM]


http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.nynewsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland
http://www.newsday.com/sports
http://www.newsday.com/business
http://www.newsday.com/entertainment
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/photos/
http://www.newsday.com/shopping/
http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/go/stocks
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/
http://www.newsday.com/shopping
http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/siteindex
http://www.newsday.com/news/traffic/longisland/
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/
http://www.nynewsday.com/
http://www.nynewsday.com/other/special/nyc-rebuilds-main.htmlstory
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/
http://www.newsday.com/news/health/
http://www.newsday.com/news/obituaries/
http://www.newsday.com/news/columnists/
http://www.newsday.com/news/education/sbp/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/ny-scoreboard-mainpage.htmlstory
http://www.newsday.com/sports/baseball/mets/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/baseball/yankees/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/basketball/nets/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/basketball/knicks/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/hockey/rangers/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/hockey/islanders/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/hockey/devils/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/highschool/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/college/
http://www.newsday.com/sports/columnists/
http://www.newsday.com/business/
http://markets.newsday.com/custom/tribune-interactive/localmktscreener/html-localmktscreener-full.asp?siteid=newsday
http://www.newsday.com/business/ny-act2.storygallery
http://www.newsday.com/technology/
http://www.newsday.com/business/realestate/
http://www.newsday.com/business/columnists/
http://www.newsday.com/business/printedition/
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.newsday.com/news/opinion/columnists/
javascript:void(window.open('/templates/misc/emailstory.jsp?slug=ny%2Dlihmos223248644apr22&section=%2Fmynews', '_blank', 'width=300,height=420,resizable=1'))
http://www.newsday.com/templates/misc/printstory.jsp?slug=ny%2Dlihmos223248644apr22&section=%2Fmynews
http://www.newsday.com/mynews/ny-hmopic0422,0,3178698.photo
http://www.newsday.com/mynews/ny-hmopic0422,0,3178698.photo
http://www.newsday.com/mynews/ny-hmopic0422,0,3178698.photo
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/iraq/ny-wospy0425,0,1755849.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/iraq/ny-wospy0425,0,1755849.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/ny-hitrun0425,0,7351706.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/local/longisland/ny-hitrun0425,0,7351706.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/ny-ussoldier0425,0,1209870.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/world/ny-ussoldier0425,0,1209870.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/news/health/ny-hssars253253434apr25,0,3692922.story?coll=ny%2Dtop%2Dheadlines
http://www.newsday.com/classified
http://www.newsday.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.newsday.com/business/realestate/
http://www.newsday.com/go/cars/
http://www.newsday.com/travel/
http://www.newsday.com/business/
http://www.newsday.com/entertainment/dining/
http://www.newsday.com/shopping
http://www.newsday.com/buyphotos
http://www.newsday.com/shopping
http://www.newsday.com/shopping
http://www.people2people.com/?page=login&connect=newsday2
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/subscribe
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/subscribe
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/advertise
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/advertise
http://www.newsday.com/about/ny-aboutjobs.story
http://www.newsday.com/about/ny-aboutjobs.story
http://www.newsday.com/about
http://www.newsday.com/go/services/contact

Newsday.com - Seniors Second HMO Premiums Protest

Afterward, Israel said that yesterday's rally would "inject some momentum into our
efforts in Washington to pass this legislation."
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